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Marian Versets: Composers Note

These Marian Versets were written with the intention of adding to the repertoire for single-manual or other small
instruments, and also with hope of renewing interest in the ancient and beautiful custom of singing canticles,
hymns, and the Ordinary of the Mass in alternation with the organ. Indeed, one of the earliest surviving manu-
scripts of organ music, the Buxheimer Orgelbuch (c. 1470), contains numerous versets composed for just such a
purpose. It reveals a practice that was imaginatively and highly developed, even at that early date.

Performance: 'The versets may be performed in several different ways. The fullest realization of the score will
include the appropriate verses sung by a schola (small ensemble) of equal voices. In place of the schola, a solo
voice may be used, or the vocal part may be played by the organist on a single stop (in whichever octave the
performer may prefer.) Finally, the vocal parts may be omitted entirely, and the versets used in the liturgy as

may prove useful.



Registration: Registration should remain simple and clear, even where more extended resources are available.
In all cases, use of the Pedal assumes 16" tone with the manual coupled. The imagination and good judgement
of the performer are invited. The following registrations are offered as suggestions only, based on the following
hypothetical specification:

Principal 8' I. Magniricar Tone VIII

Gedacke 8' Prelude Pr. 8', FL 4'

Octave 4' Et exultavit Pr. 8', Fl 4'

Blockflote 4' Quia fecit Fl. 8', Pr. 4', 2 2/3'

Nazard 2 2/3' Fecit potentiam Regal 8'

Hohlfléte 2' Esurientes FL 8', 4'

Regal 8' Sic locutus est Fl. 4' (use manual only), or Pr. 8' + Trem.
Sicut erat Plenum

Subbass 16’

Manual to Pedal II. AVE MARIS STELLA

Tremulant Ave maris stella  Pr. 8

Solve vincla reis  Fl. 8', Pr. 4'
Virgo singularis ~ Fl. 8', Trem.
Sit laus Plenum

III. SaLve REGINA

Salve Regina Pr. 8' or FL. 8'
Ad te clamamus Fl. §', 4'

Eia ergo Fl. 4'

O clemens FL 8', Pr. 4'
O dulcis Maria  Fl. 8" or Pr. 8'
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Marian Versets

duration: 7'00" (+ chant) 1. Magnificat Tone VIII
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12. Sicut erat
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II. Ave maris stella

duration: 6'45" (+ chant)

1. Ave maris stella

tranquil (J =54)

(il ]
J
L IR o
(Yl .pl—
 YHES N
Y s NG
AN S
vl &
| T
£
o
—TeN Q| | R
/ A
N1
TN N A
T 9 -
TR NS
T s 1) I
~ <
~
K N
\ 3
&
Yt YN
N A
A —

TN 1R
. JIL YAER n
) .
£ -
= S
- S
N
o/l
ol
1l
1|
r
UEE
(Y8 N
L 18
Ul
LI
(M T
N N

e
il
| fL
7
h N
e kHH.
Iy
QL S
—Telhe T
NIIRE
T3
=u. &
=
=z
9
) S
YR i
), e i)
Jﬁwu N

S
I
l
08 ¢llep
TTTO
..y
. o0
- =
2
=
— 90 “ ‘\\AM
N Ralyl
-
%}
N B
3]
W E TR
ﬂ.’ ~
)
~
o S
S
A W.
ey / aony
N\J. \
Q-
/

[ 4
2. Sd - mens

A - ve

il - lud

nod - men.

M- tans Hé - va

pa - ce,

Fin - da - in



12

III. Salve Regina

duration: 5'30" (+ chant)
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moving quietly forward: reflective (J =54)
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3. Ad te clamamus
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